


Ignoring the threat of white 
nationalism didn’t work.

The New York Times Magazine’s November 3, 2018 cover story detailed the mix of 
indifference, apathy, and ignorance that allowed the threat of white nationalism to grow.



In 2018, right-wing extremists killed 
more people than any year since 1995.

Anti-Semitic incidents surged 99% 
from 2015 to 2018.

In 2019, the numbers were not much 
better: nearly all murders by domestic 
extremists had ties to right-wing 
extremism, including white supremacy.

From Pittsburgh to Poway to El Paso 
and beyond, white supremacist 
violence continues to grow.

That includes the 11 individuals killed in the anti-Semitic attack 
on Tree of Life in Pittsburgh.

Source: Anti-Defamation League’s Annual Report on Murder & Extremism in the U.S. and Annual Audit of Anti-
Semitic Incidents



Charlottesville was a flashpoint.
• August 11 - They marched with torches and swastikas, 

chanted “Jews will not replace us” and “blood and soil,” 
and surrounded a group of students and community 
members on the University of Virginia campus. 
They pushed, punched, and threw lit torches. Religious 
leaders and community members attending an interfaith 
service at a nearby church sheltered in place, fearing 
that they would be next.

• August 12 – They marched military-style to Emancipation Park, 
shouting racist, anti-Semitic, and homophobic slurs. They 
surrounded the sole Jewish synagogue in Charlottesville, chanting 
“Seig Heil” and talking about “torching those Jewish monsters.” 
They charged through a line of interfaith clergy. They attacked and 
assaulted countless community members. And after police 
dispersed them, James Alex Fields, Jr. drove his car into a crowd of 
peaceful protesters, killing 32-year-old Heather Heyer and injuring 
many others.

In August 2017, hundreds of white supremacists and neo-Nazis invaded Charlottesville, Virginia for two terrifying days.



“There is, however, one particular way in 
which anti-Semitism is being mainstreamed 
in the United States and in Europe: the 
propagation of ‘blood and soil’ right-wing 
nationalism that by definition excludes Jews 
(whom many nationalists do not consider 
white).”

The Charlottesville leaders were motivated by 
the same anti-Semitic ”Replacement Theory” 
seen later in Pittsburgh, Poway, and El Paso.

Defendants were clearly motivated by 
anti-Semitism and other forms of hate.

“Blood and soil”

“Jews will not replace us”

“White lives matter”

Roughly 24 million U.S. adults believe it is 
acceptable to hold neo-Nazi views. Without 
urgent action, this number will only grow. 



These are examples of posts from the online 
“Charlottesville 2.0” Discord server set up by 
the organizers of the “Unite the Right” rally 
months in advance for use in planning the 
events in Charlottesville and coordinating with 
co-conspirators. In addition, Defendant Robert 
“Azzmador” Ray established “meetups” and 
chatrooms through the Daily Stormer’s website 
that co-conspirators and attendees were told to 
use throughout the weekend of August 11-12 to 
coordinate their actions.

The scheme 
had been 
plotted 
online for 
months.

In an online 
Discord chat 
concerning what 
to bring and why 
allies should 
attend, Defendant 
Heimbach is 
pictured in a 
cartoon uniform 
with swastikas and 
the words “n*gger 
killer.”

Discord user “Tyrone” suggests that 
rally attendees drive over 
“protestors blocking roadways” using a 
tractor. 

Discord user “Tyrone” asks if it is 
legal to run over protestors 

blocking roadways, and clarifies 
that his question is a serious one. 



And just as promised in those online chats…



From Charlottesville to Pittsburgh
The Tree of Life shooter, Robert Bowers, interacted with the Charlottesville defendants online and followed their example in Pittsburgh.

Robert Bowers, the 
Pittsburgh shooter, 
had a verified 
account on Gab, the 
social media site 
favored by our 
Defendants. The 
Washington Post 
describes the still-
live site as a “haven 
for white 
supremacists.” On 
Gab, Bowers’ bio 
read “jews are the 
children of satan.”

In his last post on the neo-Nazi friendly site, 
Bowers wrote: “Screw your optics, I’m going in.”On Gab, Bowers shared over a dozen posts from 

Brad Griffin of Defendant League of the South. 
Here he is interacting with Griffin in a post.

That morning, Bowers killed 11 
and wounded 7 at the Tree of 
Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh.



IFA’s first major lawsuit is Sines v. Kessler.

This case involves claims under the 
Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871 and other 
civil rights statutes.
• The KKK Act was passed by the Reconstructionist Congress in 

the wake of the Civil War, in response to the widespread 
violence being perpetrated by vigilante groups like the Ku Klux 
Klan against the newly-freed slaves. 

• It is one of the few civil rights statutes that pertains to private, 
rather than governmental, conduct.

• Among other things, the KKK Act of 1871 makes it illegal to 
conspire to deprive anyone of the equal protection of the law 
— this has been interpreted by the courts to mean that it is 
illegal to conspire to inflict racially-motivated violence on 
others.  See Sines v. Kessler, 324 F. Supp. 3d 765, 782 (W.D. Va. 
2018) (“Section 1985(3) reaches racial violence analogous to 
that alleged here.”).

• Given what happened in Charlottesville and what is continuing 
to happen in this country today, the statute has again become 
highly relevant.

Our litigation strategy in this case 
has already been effective.
• Jason Kessler, a defendant in our case, made extensive plans to 

hold a “Unite the Right 2” rally on the one-year anniversary of 
the first event. However, none of the other co-defendants 
agreed to join him, largely because of the threat of our case.

• Defendant Andrew Anglin, for example, said, “After 
Charlottesville, and the doxxings, and the lawsuits... I don’t 
want you to ruin your life by showing your face at a post-
Charlottesville rally.”

• As a result, Unite the Right 2 did not really happen, with only a 
few stray individuals showing up to join Defendant Kessler in 
Washington, D.C. 

• Similarly, Defendant Richard Spencer has said, “This lawsuit 
that I’m facing is just totally detrimental to what I’m doing.” 

• The leader of hate group League of the South noted that the 
group can't move forward with fundraising for a new 
headquarters because of the pending lawsuit.

On October 12, 2017, Sines v. Kessler was filed.  Unlike any other lawsuit in the country right now, lead attorneys Karen Dunn and Roberta 
Kaplan have developed a legal strategy that goes after the root cause of the problem – the vast conspiracy of the alt-right that people like Jason 
Kessler, Richard Spencer and David Duke have spent years cultivating. 



This is the right strategy for our times.
The litigation strategy being pursued in Sines v. Kessler
will not only bring the perpetrators of violence in 
Charlottesville to justice, but will help deter future 
attacks by:

• Establishing a legal precedent that exposes these 
extremists as a broad-based movement committed to 
racist, anti-Semitic violence.

• Creating a deterrent to potential participants from 
engaging in future, similarly violent events due to the 
threat of being sued.

• Drying up financial support – and bankrupting and 
dismantling the leaders of this violent movement - with 
large civil judgments against defendants.

It’s not just about Charlottesville. 
It’s about our country.



The defendants are 24 prominent neo-Nazi and white supremacist individuals and organizations, including Jason 
Kessler (the main organizer of Unite the Right); Richard Spencer, who coined the term “alt-right”; Andrew Anglin, the 
founder of the web’s leading anti-Semitic hate site, The Daily Stormer; and Christopher Cantwell, the subject of Vice’s 
Charlottesville documentary. 

The Defendants.

DEFENDANT KESSLER DEFENDANT CANTWELLDEFENDANT ANGLIN

“Our entire country would be 
better off if the South had won 

the Civil War.”

“I’m trying to make myself more 
capable of violence.”

“The day is coming when 
we’re going to tear down the 
hoax [Holocaust] memorial in 

Berlin and replace it with a 
statue of Hitler 1,000 feet tall.”

DEFENDANT SPENCER

“Our dream is a new society: 
an ethno-state.”



Plaintiffs are clergy, students, and Charlottesville residents including Reverend Seth Wispelwey, who joined arms with 
clergy—including rabbis—to peacefully protest the white supremacists who attacked their town. 

Marcus Martin was walking with his fiancée, Marissa Blair, when Defendant Fields drove his car into the crowd of 
counter-protestors. Marcus pushed Marissa out of the way, saving her life, but was horribly injured. 

Elizabeth Sines is a University of Virginia law student who counter-protested the rally and was nearly hit by Defendant 
Fields’ car.

Other plaintiffs include Charlottesville community members grievously injured in the car attack and related violence.

The Plaintiffs.

REV. SETH WISPELWEY ELIZABETH SINESMARCUS MARTIN



Their response to our suit? Threats.

Defendant Kessler called for his supporters to 
go after our 501(c)(3) status

Defendant Kessler attacked IFA as 
a “front for powerful Jews”…

Defendant Cantwell reposted 
an anti-Semitic cartoon of co-
lead attorney Roberta Kaplan, 
targeting her for being gay 
and Jewish.

… and called co-lead attorney 
Roberta Kaplan a “Jewish 
Supremacist”

The personal safety of co-lead attorney 
Roberta Kaplan has been threatened 
on social platform Gab.



The timeline of Sines v. Kessler.
October 11, 2017: Complaint Filed - Plaintiffs filed a 
lawsuit against white supremacists and hate groups for 
conspiring to cause racially-motivated violence in 
Charlottesville. The complaint alleges violations of the 
Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871 and various state laws.

March 15, 2018: Default Entered Against Five 
Defendants - Plaintiffs obtained entries of default 
against five defendants, including neo-Nazi Andrew 
Anglin and the East Coast Knights of the KKK.

May 24, 2018: Arguments on Motions to Dismiss –
The federal district court in Charlottesville heard oral 
argument on Defendants’ motions to dismiss the case.

July 9, 2018: Court Rejects Defendants’ Motions to 
Dismiss - In a huge victory for Plaintiffs, the federal 
district court issued a 62-page decision rejecting 
Defendants’ motions to dismiss. Among other points, 
the decision makes clear that the First Amendment 
does not protect violence.

February 2019: Courts Reject Defendants’ Attempts to 
Avoid Liability – Judges rejected efforts to block Twitter 
and other social media from complying with subpoenas and 
threw out defendant’s bankruptcy claims.

August 9, 2019: Court Sanctions Charlottesville Defendants 
– Plaintiffs win their first round of monetary sanctions 
against defendants Elliott Kline, Matthew Heimbach, and 
Vanguard America.

January 5, 2020: Neo-Nazi Defendant Thrown in Jail –
Elliott Kline (aka Eli Mosley) was thrown in jail and 
sanctioned thousands of dollars after being found in civil 
contempt.

Trial is scheduled for October 2020.

For a full list of case updates, please visit www.integrityfirstforamerica.org/newsroom



• We are not aware of any government entity 
or organization pursuing claims against 
what was actually a massive conspiracy 
by white supremacists and neo-Nazis to 
commit racialized violence in 
Charlottesville in August 2017.

• State and federal prosecutors have 
pursued individual criminal cases, but not 
cases directed at the conspiracy as a 
whole.

IFA’s case is the 
only legal effort 
to take on the 
broad leadership 
of this violent 
movement.



We need your 
help to take on --
and take down --
the leadership of 
this violent 
extremist 
movement.

Integrity First for America is supporting Sines v. 
Kessler and the associated costs needed to win. .

This is a fight we can’t afford to lose.

Join us à

www.IntegrityFirstForAmerica.org

contact@integrityfirstforamerica.org

Integrity First for America
P.O. Box 1831

New York, NY 10156

http://www.integrityfirstforamerica.org/

